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En modern beslutsinstans med anor

Mineral law in Sweden 
– A part of Swedish mineral policy

Puropse: To promote exploration and the 
effective exploitation of mineral deposits in 
Sweden, with reasonable consideration to 
opposing common and private interests.
Therefore: Exploration permits - to ensure 
exlusive rights to exploration, and exploitation 
concessions - to determine the best use of land 
and secure access to land at an early stage. 
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Minerals Act General legislation

Exploration
permit

• Exclusive right to exploration
• Access to land

Work plan

• Has to be served on the owners of land and other rights
• Can be confirmed by the Chief Mining Inspector if concensus

is not reached

Impediments

• Special permission in case of impediments such as proximity
to roads, housing, schools etc. 

Exploitation
concession

• Right to extract ore and utilize the minerals within a 
designated area

• Exploitation is economically feasible
• Best use of land to be determined

Designation
of land

• Access to land.
• According to agreements or through expropriation

Permits and 
consultations for 

exploration activities

• Historic sites, protected areas, impacts on 
the environment

Environmental permit, 
exploitation

• Environmental code, always includes an 
environmental impact assesment

• Natura 2000-permit if applicable (County 
admin. board or environmental court)

Planning/zoneing

• Municipalaty
• Planning, zoneing and building permits
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Tips for succeeding in Sweden

1. Submit a good application
How? Be a good neighbor!
And - use local knowledge/consultants

2. Engage with the local community to ensure social acceptance
How? Be a good neighbor!

3. Expect a complex and long process
Keep being a good neighhbor (good neighbors keep saying hello!)


